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Principles of Stewardship
God is owner of all, yet through His mercy He allows us to act as stewards of His assets.  Such stewardship makes provision for our personal and family needs, but it should ever be remembered that we have nothing of our own, and thus we are responsible to a loving heavenly Father for both those assets which we use during our lifetime and any residue which remains.

A Planned Giving & Trust Services Philosophy

As individuals, we differ greatly.  Parental influences, our training, and the ideas formulated by us greatly influence our habits of giving and our subsequent support of church endeavors.  Thus a philosophy of Planned Giving & Trust Services must take into consideration not only the principles of stewardship found in the Bible and other inspired writings but must also, of necessity, be prepared to meet constituents where they are in terms of their individual philosophies as regards stewardship.

We as Planned Giving & Trust Services personnel must then – in education as well as promotion, development, and administration – constantly nurture constituents, while prayerfully considering how best to assist them as they consider their needs as well as the advancement of the work of God.

Three Specific Objectives

A Planned Giving & Trust Services philosophy must incorporate and disseminate definite objectives, three (3) of which should be:

1. To point to Biblical teachings which reveal God as the owner of all things, and individuals as recipients of His benevolence and stewards of His assets.

2. To present counsels found in the Spirit of Prophecy writings regarding stewardship to God and family.
3. To encourage the preparation of wills and other legal documents by sharing relevant current information regarding statutes of law, and tax matters, if any, and directing constituents to competent legal counselors for the drafting of such documents.

Bible Passages

Some Bible passages that show God’s ownership of all things and a person’s stewardship of, and purpose for, what he or she possesses are the following (the rendering is from the King James Version, unless otherwise indicated):

A.
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof: the world, and they that dwell therein.”  Psalm 24:1



B. “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” Haggai 2:8

C. “. . . Whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine.”  Job 41:11
D. “What do you have that God hasn’t given you? And if all you have is from God, why boast as though you have accomplished something on your own?” 1 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV)
E. “Again, it [the kingdom of heaven] will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them…” Matthew 25:14 (NIV)
F. “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 1 Corinthians 4:2

G. “Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the first fruits of all your increase;” Proverbs 3:9 (NKJV)
H. “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 1 Timothy 5:8

I. “If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother; but thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need in that which he wanteth.”  Deuteronomy 15:7, 8.
Spirit of Prophecy Quotations
Examples of statements from the Spirit of Prophecy that individuals are stewards of the property of God and that they should use it according to His will include:

A. “Everything that we are, everything that we have, every talent, all our time, all our treasures are all gifts from a loving Creator who made us and gave us management responsibilities.” Testimonies, Vol. 9, page 245.
B. “Their best friend is Jesus.  He did not withhold His life from them, but for their sakes became poor, that through His poverty they might be rich.  He deserves the whole heart, the property, all that they have and are.” Testimonies, Vol. 4, page 481
C. “Many manifest a needless delicacy on this point.  They feel that they are stepping upon forbidden ground when they introduce the subject of property . . . in order to learn what disposition they design to make of it.  But this duty is just as sacred as the duty to preach the word to save souls.” Counsels on Stewardship, pages 323 and 324 (Boldfacing supplied).
D. “Those who are faithful stewards of the Lord’s means will know how their business stands and like wise men, they will be prepared for any emergency.  Should their probation close suddenly, they would not leave such great perplexity upon those who are called to settle their estate.”  Testimonies, Vol. 4, page 482.
E. “There are only two places in the world where we can deposit our treasures – in God’s storehouse or in Satan’s.  All that is not devoted to Christ’s service is counted on Satan’s side and goes to strengthen his cause.” Testimonies, Vol. 6, p. 448

F. “The present selfish system of disposing of property is not God’s plan, but man’s devise.” Testimonies, Vol. 6, page 391.
G. “In disposing of your property . . . to your relatives, be sure that you do not forget God’s cause.” Counsels on Stewardship, page 328. 
Awesome Responsibility of Workers in Planned Giving & Trust Services
Those who are privileged to serve in the Planned Giving & Trust Services ministry of the church have the awesome responsibility of learning about and sharing with constituents the subjects of personal finance, stewardship, estate planning, and similar topics. They will help ensure the judicious use of God’s assets, both during and after life, and hence making paramount the principle that God, the owner of all, requires that we be just and faithful stewards.

Such work will help to minimize the loss of funds in the disposition of assets and maximize the saving of funds and properties which may be protected and preserved for needy beneficiaries and the continued advancement of the cause of God on this earth.

It is with the hope that this technical ministry offered by the church’s Planned Giving & Trust Services Department may be done in a professional manner—for which reason this manual has been prepared for office and field use.

May God richly bless our efforts in this area of stewardship.[image: image1.png]
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